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Evidence in Incunabula Database 

 

Projekt 15cBOOKTRADE i baza inkunabułów MEI  

  
http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/ 
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http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/


MEI / 15cBOOKTRADE 

• MEI: created in 2009  by Cristina Dondi and Alex Jahnke, 

hosted and maintained by CERL [Consortium of  European 

Research Libraries] 

• 15cBOOKTRADE: 5-year (2014-2019) ERC-funded 

project centred on incunabula of  which MEI plays a major 

part 
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Simple/Complex visualisation 
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Visualisation: 15cV 

• Created by Dr Simon Walton, Oxford e-Research 

Centre 

• Data from MEI and TEXT-inc 

• https://vimeo.com/172076861 
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https://owa.nexus.ox.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=RLUicigH9aCHFpHY6JXcULIwOhKC0bcXVubQwK1go8irCydbS5zTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB2AGkAbQBlAG8ALgBjAG8AbQAvADEANwAyADAANwA2ADgANgAxAA..&URL=https://vimeo.com/172076861


Two main historical questions: 

•  1. Impact of  printing 1450-1500 

•  2. Mobility of  books 
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CHALLENGE 

•  Attention to the material evidence of  the 

books, supplemented by documentary and 

historical-bibliographical evidence 

 

• Bring the data together: CERL Network 

• Bring the data together: MEI Database 

• Pay attention to the mobility of  the books 

• Interrogate data intelligently 
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15cBOOKTRADE PROJECT 

• 1. Distribution, trade routes, use and reception of  

books: MEI 

• 2. Transmission and dissemination of  texts:       

TEXT-INC 

• 3. Contemporary sales and prices:                      

Edition of  de Madiis’ Zornale (with N. Harris) 

• 4. Circulation and re-use of  Illustration: Application of  

image-matching technology to 15th-century 

Venetian illustration 

• 5. Visualisation: 15cv.trade application 
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MEI 
 

Material Evidence in Incunabula 
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Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

 

Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  
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MEI Record 
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Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

 

Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  
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1o Block of  Provenance  
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1st Block of  Provenance 



Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

F. Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  
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Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  



2o Block of  Provenance 
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2nd Block of  Provenance 



Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

F. Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

 

1747: Zeno’s bequest to the 

Dominicans of  S. Maria 

Rosarii, Venice 

From Canaletto 29 September 2016 Wrocław, Ossolineum 15 

Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  



 

Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

F. Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

 

 

Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

‘Francesco Griselini 

i[nvenit] et fecit anno 1766’  

29 September 2016 Wrocław, Ossolineum 16 



3° Block of  Provenance  
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3rd Block of  Provenance 



Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

F. Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  
Venezia BNM, Inc. V. 546 

Francesco Petrarca, Canzoniere e Trionfi, [Venice]: Vindelinus da Spira, 1470  

Far from Venice: 

1797 - 1816 
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4° Block of  Provenance  
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4th Block of  Provenance 



5° Block of  Provenance  
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5th Block of  Provenance 



Full display of  provenance history 
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Full display of  provenance history 
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Full display of  provenance history 
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Historical Copies 

Provenance records extracted from historical 

library catalogues of  collections now dispersed.  

 

 

Objective: quantification of  lost copies and 

collections. 
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MEI Statistics (September 2016) 

• Editions:   8,713 

• Copies:    20,080 

• Owners:   9,808 

• c. 299 libraries in 10 countries, 2 continents 

http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/libraries 

•  c.100 editors: librarians and scholars 

http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/editors 
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http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/libraries
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/editors


Objectives: 

• Extensive, systematic quantitative analysis of  

thousands of  high quality records 

 

• To identify and visualise: 

•   Trends of  distribution and use 

•  The reception and use of  books: social history 

•  The reconstruction of  dispersed collections 

and libraries 
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GEORGE III OWNER IN MEI 

29 September 2016 Wrocław, Ossolineum 27 

George III owner in MEI: 



GEORGE III OWNER IN MEI 
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George III owner in MEI: 



GEORGE III OWNER IN MEI 
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George III owner in MEI: 



GEORGE III OWNER IN MEI 
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George III owner in MEI: 



2. TEXT-inc 

Corpus of  texts printed in the 15th century 

 

http://textinc.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ 

 



Bod-inc 

 

A Catalogue of  Books Printed in the Fifteenth Century 

now in the Bodleian Library, ed. A. Coates, K. Jensen, 

C. Dondi, B. Wagner, and H. Dixon, 6 vols 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005). 

 

Bod-inc: 

5,500 eds 
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The TEXT-inc database  
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The TEXT-inc Database 



Abstemius, Laurentius, Fabulae, Venice: J. Tacuinus, [1499] ISTC ia00011000 
http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/texts/ 

a 1 r :  t i t l e - p a g e  i n c l .  v e r s e s   

a 2 r :  d e d i c a t o r y  l e t t e r  

b y  t h e  a u t h o r  

e 2 r :  a  l e t t e r  b y  t h e  

t r a n s l a t o r  

f 4 v :  t h e  c o l o p h o n  
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Abstemius, Laurentius, Fabulae, Venice: J. Tacuinus, [1499]  

ISTC ia00011000  

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/texts/ 

 



The TEXT-inc Database 
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The TEXT-inc Database 
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The TEXT-inc Database 

• Each textual unit is listed: texts and paratexts 

• Tituli - Incipit and explicit - Colophon  

• Secundo folio - Subject 

• Each person, identified, is searchable by: 

• Century 

• Geographical area 

• Period (classical, mediaeval, humanist, contemporary) 

• Profession 

• Gender 

• Characterization (lay, religious, aristocracy, royalty) 

I
N 
 

P
R
O
G
R
E
S
S 
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New ISTC and MEI fully integrated 

29 September 2016 Wrocław, Ossolineum 38 



MEI Conclusion 

• MEI records are created by a unique collaboration 

between librarians and scholars.  

• Catalogues do not offer chronological and 

geographical research. 

• Normal opacs have 5 fields dedicated to copy: MEI 

has 50. 

• MEI not only a catalogue: a very powerful research 

tool 
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http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/ 
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http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/
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Visualization of  the circulation of  books 

over time and space 
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MEI 

Couch DB (JSON) + Elastic search +YAML 
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SEARCHING MEI 

http://data.cerl.org/mei/_search 
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http://data.cerl.org/mei/_search


Bod-inc online 

BOD-INC  TEXT-INC 
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Authors -Translators etc.- are also 

classified according to profession, 

status, and period: Classical, Patristic, 

Medieval, Humanist and Modern.  

Following Bod-inc 
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Sub j e c t  
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Image-retrieval technology applied 

to 15th-century printed 

illustrations 

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/illustration/ 

Matilde Malaspina  

Yujie Zhong 
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The circulation and re-use  

of  15th-century illustration 
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Officium BMV secundum usum Romanum 

Venezia: Johann Hamman, 1490 (Venezia, Correr) 
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SUMMER SCHOOL 2016 
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